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Corruption in India: A Major Social and Political

Concern
INTRODUCTION
Yash Munde, Corruption has emerged as a widespread and persistent issue
Meenakshi, Bas Kaur in India, affecting almost every sector of society. It
Department of Sociology represents a serious social and political challenge that not
Chaudhary Charan Singh only slows down economic growth but also strengthens
Haryana Agricultural University, inequality and injustice. Corruption can be defined as the

Hisar abuse of entrusted power for personal benefit by violating

established laws, rules, and ethical norms. Such practices

weaken governance and significantly reduce the overall well-

being of citizens.

Causes of Corruption

Political Influences:

The political system plays a crucial role in the expansion of

corruption in India. Excessive spending during elections,

vote-buying, and the acceptance of bribes for policy

decisions have become common practices. Political leaders

often engage in unethical behavior to retain power and

influence. The misuse of public resources, manipulation of

government schemes, and biased political decisions further

encourage corrupt practices.

Administrative and Legal Shortcomings:

*Corresponding Author Weak enforcement of laws and inefficient administrative

Yash Munde” mechanisms allow corruption to flourish. In many cases,
officials deliberately ignore legal procedures for personal
gain. Institutions such as the police and judiciary, which are
responsible for maintaining accountability, sometimes
contribute to corruption, thereby undermining public trust.
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Erosion of Ethical Values:

The decline of moral and ethical standards within
society has also contributed to corruption. Many
individuals justify dishonest actions by assuming
that corruption is a common and unavoidable
practice. This attitude has created a culture where
dishonesty is tolerated, and integrity is often
viewed as impractical.

Economic Disparities:

Growing economic inequality places pressure on
individuals to secure resources by any means
possible. The widening gap between the rich and
the poor pushes marginalized groups toward
corrupt activities in an attempt to meet basic
needs, reinforcing the cycle of corruption.
Impact of Corruption

Hindrance to Economic Progress:

Corruption acts as a major barrier to India’s
economic development. Misappropriation of
funds in public projects and welfare programs
prevents resources from reaching intended
beneficiaries. As a result, development initiatives
are delayed, poorly executed, or diverted from
their original objectives.

Increase in Social Inequality and Injustice:
Corruption intensifies social inequality by
favoring those with power and wealth. Ordinary
citizens often have to pay bribes to access basic
services or justice, while privileged groups avoid
such hardships. This leads to widespread
dissatisfaction and social imbalance.

Denial of Employment Opportunities:
Merit-based opportunities are frequently replaced
by bribery and favoritism, particularly in
government jobs and institutions. Qualified and
deserving candidates are overlooked, increasing
unemployment and reducing faith in fair
competition.

Weakening of Law and Order:

When law enforcement agencies and judicial
institutions become corrupt, the rule of law
deteriorates. Delayed justice and lack of
accountability encourage criminal activities and
create a sense of insecurity among citizens.
Moral and Psychological Consequences:
Corruption negatively affects the moral fabric of
society. It promotes the belief that honesty and
fairness hold little value, especially among the

younger generation. Over time, corrupt practices
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become socially acceptable, leading to a decline
in ethical standards.

Strategies to Reduce Corruption

Strict Legal Action and Accountability:
Implementing strong laws and ensuring strict
punishment for corrupt individuals is essential.
Public officials and political leaders must be held
accountable, and swift action should be taken
against those found gquilty to deter future
misconduct.

Digitalization and Transparent Systems:

The use of technology and automated systems in
administration ~ can  significantly  reduce
corruption. Online services reduce direct contact
between officials and citizens, limiting
opportunities  for bribery and increasing
transparency.

Education and Public Awareness:

Educating citizens about their rights and the
negative consequences of corruption is vital.
Schools, media, and civil organizations can play
a major role in fostering awareness and
encouraging active resistance against corrupt
practices.

Cultural and Social Reform:

Promoting ethical values such as honesty,
responsibility, and integrity is necessary for long-
term change. Moral education should begin
early, and society must collectively reject
corruption as a normal practice.

Strengthening Civil Society:

An informed and organized civil society is
crucial in monitoring governance and demanding
transparency. Active citizen participation helps

ensure accountability and supports anti-
corruption efforts.
CONCLUSION

Corruption in India remains a deeply rooted
social and political issue that continues to hinder
development and social justice. Addressing this
problem requires coordinated efforts from the

government, institutions, and citizens alike.
Through  awareness, ethical commitment,
transparent systems, and collective

responsibility, India can move toward a more
just, equitable, and corruption-free society.



